
IMAX® and IMAX®  3D are registered trademarks of IMAX Corporation.

500 South Pier Park Drive 

THEGRANDTHEATRE.COM/IMAX
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!

888.94.FILMS 4851141

ID REQUIRED FOR R-RATED ADMISSION FH
TIMES FOR JULY 22 - JULY 28

SUPER SAVER TUESDAYS: Tickets only
$6.50 all day, $9.50 for 3D, $12 for IMAX!

CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE FIRST AVENGER
(PG13) Fri.-Sat. 10:30 11:00 1:15 1:45 4:00 4:30 6:45
9:30; Sun. 10:30 11:00 1:15 1:45 4:00 4:30 6:45 8:00
9:30; Mon. 10:30 11:00 1:15 1:45 4:00 4:30 6:45 9:30;
Tue.-Wed. 11:00 1:15 1:45 4:00 4:30 6:45 9:30; Thu.
10:30 11:00 1:15 1:45 4:00 4:30 6:45 9:30
CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE FIRST AVENGER 3D
(PG13) Fri.-Sat. 11:30 2:20 5:15 7:15 8:00 10:00 10:45;
Sun. 11:30 2:20 5:15 7:15 10:00; Mon.-Thu. 11:30 2:20
5:15 7:15 8:00 10:00
FRIENDS WITH BENEFITS (R) 11:35 2:05 4:45 7:05
9:25 (11:50)
HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS
- PART 2 (PG13) Fri.-Wed. 12:15 1:00 1:30 3:15 4:05
4:25 6:15 7:10 7:20 9:10 10:05 10:10; Thu. 12:15 1:00 1:30
3:15 4:05 4:25 6:15 7:10 7:20 9:10 10:05
HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS
- PART 2 3D (PG13) 10:45 11:30 1:50 2:25 4:50 5:25
7:35 8:15 10:25 (11:10)
HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS
- PART 2: AN IMAX 3D EXPERIENCE (PG13)
Fri.-Thu. 11:10 2:00 4:55 7:45 10:30
WINNIE THE POOH (G) Fri.-Thu. 10:40 12:55 2:55
5:00 7:00
HORRIBLE BOSSES (R) Fri.-Thu. 12:05 2:35 5:05
7:40 10:15
ZOOKEEPER (PG) Fri.-Thu. 11:15 1:40 4:20 6:55 9:40
MONTE CARLO (PG) Fri.-Thu. 9:00 PM
TRANSFORMERS: DARK OF THE MOON (PG13)
Fri. 12:30 4:10 7:30 11:00; Sat. 12:35 4:10 7:30 11:00;
Sun.-Thu. 12:35 4:10 7:30
TRANSFORMERS: DARK OF THE MOON 3D
(PG13) Fri.-Thu. 11:05 2:30 6:05 9:35
BAD TEACHER (R) Fri.-Thu. 7:25 9:45
CARS 2 (G) Fri.-Mon. 10:35 1:20 4:15; Tue.-Wed. 1:20
4:15; Thu. 10:35 1:20 4:15

PIER PARK 16
500 South Pier Park

888-94-FILMS
WWW.THEGRANDTHEATRE.COM

Friday & Saturday Late Shows in ( )

Times subject to change
FOLLOW US ON AND

ravemotionpictures

SHOW TIMES FOR SATURDAY ONLY
Rave Gift Cards - Always Available

IMAX® NOW OPEN

Destin Commons 14 + IMAX
850-650-4539

Hwy. 98 & Mid Bay Bridge
www.ravemotionpictures.com

Featuring ALL DLP Digital Projection

* Special Engagement • *No Passes or Discount Tickets
For Group Events Contact 1-866-878-7068

**3D Captain America: The First Avenger
(PG-13) 10:15am 1:15pm 4:15pm 7:15pm 10:15pm
**Captain America: The First Avenger (PG-13)
 11:00am 2:00pm 5:00pm 8:00pm 11:00pm
**Friends With Benefi ts (R) 10:35am
 1:10pm 4:05pm 7:10pm 8:50pm 9:50pm 11:25pm
**Winnie the Pooh (G)  10:25am  
 12:35pm 2:35pm 4:40pm 6:40pm
**IMAX - Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hollows part 2 (PG-13) 10:30am
 1:30pm 4:30pm 7:30pm 10:30pm
**3D - Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hollows Part 2 (PG-13)  12:30pm  
 3:30pm 6:30pm 9:30pm
**Harry Potter and the Deathly Hollows
Part 2 (PG-13) 1:00pm 2:05pm  
 4:00pm 5:05pm 7:00pm 8:05pm 10:00pm 11:05pm
*Zookeeper (PG)  10:35am
 1:25pm 4:20pm 7:00pm 9:35pm 12:05am
*Horrible Bosses (R)  11:50am 2:45pm
 5:10pm 7:55pm 10:25pm
3D Transformers: Dark of the Moon (PG-13)  
 10:45am 11:55am 3:25pm 5:40pm 7:05pm 10:35pm
Transformers: Dark of the Moon (PG-13)  
 2:15pm 9:15pm
Larry Crowne (PG-13)  9:55pm
Cars 2 (G)  10:20am 1:05pm 3:55pm 6:45pm
Bad Teacher (R)  12:15pm
 2:55pm 5:20pm 7:40pm 10:20pm
SUPER 8 (PG-13)  11:15am
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Catch some SUN!

Want to buy an ad?
Call 850-267-4555 

to reach:

Billy Kirk
Ad Director

Cynthia Fabian
Sales

Holly Viola
Sales

Want to drop on by  
or mail us a letter?

Visit us above the 
Marquis Kitchen 

and Bath building at 
5597 Hwy. 98 West. 
Santa Rosa Beach, FL 

32459.
Direct mail to P.O. 

Box 2363.

Missed your paper?
Call our circulation 

department at  
863-1212 between  
7 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Want a copy?
Not only do we reach 
permanent residents 
in Destin and South 
Walton online at 

waltonsun.com, 
but we also service 
more than 150 rack 
and drop locations 
along the coast! 

Tweet us @waltonsun

Friend us at  
facebook.com

When he was 22 years 
old, the Freeport man was 
the youngest person ever 
to ride over Niagara Falls 
in a barrel. Doing what 
most people define as cra-
zy, Trotter lives life on the 
edge. 

Now 50 and shucking 
and jiving at the Acme Oys-
ter House at The Village of 
Baytowne Wharf, Trotter 
spoke to the Sun about the 
first time he decided to do 
the unthinkable.

“I went to visit the Falls 
as a kid when I was 7 years 
old, and I just had a draw 
to it,” he said. “Then I saw 
Annie Taylor’s barrel and I 
thought, ‘I have to do that.’ ” 

Taking the plunge
Annie Taylor was the 

first person to survive a 
trip in a barrel over Niag-
ara Falls on her 63rd birth-
day in 1901.

Trotter’s glory day 
was Aug. 18, 1985, when 
he tucked himself into 
two Greek pickle barrels. 
The barrel was padded 
with ballistic Kevlar with 
hatches on both ends and 
encircled by inner tubes to 
dampen the blow. Trotter 
and his tricked-out bar-
rel safely and successfully 
made it over the edge. 

“It was wild,” he said. 
“The Falls is about 178 feet 
high. So you have that ini-
tial hit when you get over 
the Falls, then you have 
the water accompanying 
you at 1,200,000 gallons a 
second.” 

But despite the dan-
gers, the stunt was accom-
plished. Coming out with 
barely a scratch, Trotter 
was quickly thrown into 
jail as well as into the lime-
light. 

After serving a mere 30 
minutes in jail, he was re-
leased and bombarded by 
the media.

His most famous inter-
view was on Johnny Car-
son’s Tonight Show, where 
he and the King of Late 
Night joked and discussed 
his latest adventure. 

After the thrill of the 
stunt died down, Trotter 
went back to his home in 
Fort Lauderdale, where 
he worked as a bartender. 
Although he had accom-
plished his dream, he 
wasn’t done. 

“I wanted to be on a 
10-year-plan,” Trotter said 
during an interview at his 
home. “I knew I would do 
it again.”

Ten years later, on June 
18, 1995, Trotter made his 
way back to Canada, this 
time in disguise  — having 
been red flagged by offi-
cials from his last stunt— 
and bringing a friend with 
him. 

“I went up two weeks 
before disguised in a Rol-
lie Fingers mustache, sun-
glasses, and a hat. I tried to 
keep a low profile,” he said. 
“Then I went back and got 
the crew, and we stayed up 
there a week before getting 
everything together.” 

Once everything was 
in position, Trotter and his 
friend Lori Martin took the 
plunge. The second stunt 
was less successful, and 
Trotter walked away with 
a compression fracture in 
his back, two weeks of jail 
time and a $14,700 fine. 

With help from his fel-
low bartenders and friends 
in Fort Lauderdale, Trot-
ter paid the fine and was 
released. Although he had 
to pay substantial costs for 
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both trespassing and re-
trieving the barrel that was 
stuck in the Falls for more 
than a week, Martin and 
Trotter became the first 
male-woman duo to go over 
the Falls in history. 

A history of stunts 
It’s said that those who 

don’t learn from the past are 
bound to repeat it. But with 
Trotter, he had learned how 
to push the envelope, and he 

wasn’t willing to stop at the 
Falls.

One of his favorite mem-
ories was after performing 
a jump off the Golden Gate 
Bridge in San Francisco. On 
his 23rd birthday, he stood 
on the bridge overlooking 
Alcatraz prison when the 
Coast Guard showed up. 

“They said, ‘Mr. Trotter 
stay where you are.’ I’m 
thinking ‘Crap. They know 
my name.’ I had nowhere to 
go.”

But down.
After the jump, he was 

thrown in jail and was suf-
fering from a severe lacera-
tion on his thigh where the 
cord cut into him. Stuck in 
jail on his birthday, bleeding 
and unhappy, he thought, 
“Wow, what a birthday.” 

All of a sudden, his luck 
changed. A deputy came 
to his cell and said that his 
bond had been made and 
to follow him  Confused as 
to who helped him, Trotter 
didn’t ask questions and fol-
lowed orders. 

He was met with a sur-
prise to see two complete 
strangers waiting to take 
him out of jail and celebrate 
his birthday with him. 

“They said they had 
heard about me before and 
were big fans,” he said. “It 
was a woman by the name 
of Esther Green and a guy 
named Lorri Wilkins who 

dragged me down to this old 
jazz bar in San Francisco. 
When I walked in there was 
a band there who said, ‘Hey 
it’s the guy who jumped off 
the Golden Gate Bridge.’ 
At which point they started 
to sing this song called, 
‘The guy who jumped off 
the Golden Gate Bridge.’ It 
turned from the worst birth-
day ever to the best.” 

Back to Niagara
Trotter is 20 years behind 

on his 10-year-plan to con-
quer the Falls. He hasn’t per-
formed a stunt since 1997, 
which is not a coincidence. 
Aside from being on the 
black list in Canada, Trotter 
has other reasons for taking 
a break from thrill seeking. 

“I would do other sorts 
of stunts, and one I did in 
1997 went terribly wrong,” 
he said. “My buddies and I 
were going to do a pendu-
lum swing off the Sunshine 
Skyway Bridge in Tampa. So 
we had a 200-foot long cable 
that we attached and five 
small wooden disks attached 
to the end of the cable that 
would be the weight of the 
pendulum. So we jumped 
off and halfway through we 
hear, ‘snap!’ and the cable 
broke. We went flying 70 feet 
into the bay, and hit it like a 
ton of bricks.”

That incident left two of 

his friends in critical condi-
tion and Trotter with major 
injuries. Out of respect for 
his friends, Trotter swore 
off his daredevil ways for a 
while.  

“When you see two of 
your friends almost die from 
a stunt you put on, it shakes 
you up,” he said. 

But his mourning period 
is over, and Trotter is in the 
planning stage of perform-
ing his third and final drop 
from the Falls. Without giv-
ing too many details about 
when and where it will hap-
pen out of fear that the Ca-
nadian government will in-
terfere with his plans, Trot-
ter did say that he’s already 
making his “Trottersphere” 
safe and solid. 

With help from an en-
gineer, Trotter is taking all 
precautions to make sure 
he can perform the stunt 
safely.

“I may try some crazy 
stuff, but I’m huge on safe-
ty,” he said. “I’m not stupid 
about it.”

This includes insulating 
the Trottersphere with nu-
clear warhead packing ma-
terials, and having the bar-
rel designed and inspected 
by a team that consists of 
Navy Seals and top-notch 
engineers. 

“I just have this draw to 
the Falls, and it’s calling me 
back,” he said.  

Above, this photo shows 
the barrel belonging to 
Steven Trotter after his 1985 
plunge over the Canadian 
Horseshoe Falls. The 
Niagara Falls Review said 
“Trotter emerged from his 
home-made rubber barrel 
moments after making the 
55 metre (180 feet drop) 
at 8:03 a.m.. Mr. Trotter 
was uninjured except for 
a small scratch on his right 
arm...” At left, these two 
round objects set up behind 
Trotter’s home in Freeport 
may be used as part of 
Trotter’s Trottersphere. 
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 3527494

Lot 8 Cassine Garden Cir.
Cassine Village

3 BR / 2 BA  |  1,467 SF
$389,295

Jan Butela | 850.687.7655
Office | 850.213.5000

ThePremierPropertyGroup.com

Is Your Home Protected?
Don’t Wait Until It’s Too Late!

$250 Gas Card
with Purchase of HTC 
Hurricane Windows*

15% OFF
Hurricane Shutters

*Minimum purchase required. Not in conjunction with existing contracts or other 
offers. Must present coupon at time of quotation. Valid on all orders placed 
before July 31, 2011. Call for details.

850-863-7880

what to do
 Grit and Grace  
director Jeanne  

Danielle Jackson is 
holding a free musical 

theater day camp  
July 27-29 from 10 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. at Walton 
High School for  

professional training 
for children in third 

grade and up.  
For more inforamtion 
about the day camp, 

call 491-0008. 

Inside The Sun
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The Walton Sun 
is a copyrighted

publication of Freedom
Communications ©2011.

Free

Advertorial special to The Sun

More than one new 
middle school is starting 
up in Walton County this 
year. In Point Washington, 
South Walton Montessori 
Academy is expanding to 
add seventh grade for the 
2011-2012 school year, and 
will add eighth grade the 
following year. 

The Montessori School 
was founded in 2004 by Di-
rector Catherine Beall and 
a dedicated group of par-
ents seeking an alternative 
to traditional education. 
The school has experienced 
steady growth since its 
founding. A feasibility study 
was recently conducted, 
and the results showed it 
was time to move forward 
with the expansion. 

Finding an experienced, 
Montessori-trained middle 
school teacher was the 
most important piece of 
the puzzle for the added 
grades. After a nationwide 
search, the school’s par-
ents and staff recently wel-
comed Paula Pilgrim, an 
accredited Montessorian 
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Alexander At Palm Court, Unit 205
Between Alys and Rosemary Beach

on HWY 30A   $375,000
3 Bedroom / 3 Bathroom

Access to Seacrest 12,000 SQ FT pool
Contact John Witherspoon
(850) 855-6890 - Cell/Text
Jwither_1@Yahoo.Com

Alexander at Palm Court, Unit 401
Between Alys and Rosemary Beach

on HWY 30A   $399,000
2 Bedroom / 2 Bathroom

Sweeping Gulf Views, Beach Access
Contact John Witherspoon
(850) 855-6890 - Cell/Text
Jwither_1@Yahoo.Com

Aenean a magna vel pede vestib
rhoncus. Nulla cursus orci quis 

MIDDLE

SOUTH WALTON MONTESSORI ACADEMY 

EXPANDING TO OFFER 
7th Grade for 2011/12 school year & 
8th Grade for 2012/13 school year 

WHY MONTESSORI MIDDLE SCHOOL? 
Student-Centered Classroom - Rigorous and Challenging Curriculum 

Fosters Leadership & Collaboration- Volunteer Based Travel- Small Class Sizes 

Builds a Solid Academic Foundation- Nurtures Social Growth- Builds Confidence  

Contact Beth Brock for applications, tours, and observations at     
231-5955 or bethbrock@mac.com 

3527302

MIDDLE SCHOOL

A powerful learning environment
Montessori Academy expands to middle school

SpecIal To The Sun

Established in 2004, South Walton Montessori 
Academy is committed to providing children with a 
foundation for lifelong learning.

from Houston.
“We are thrilled to have 

found Paula,” says School 
Administrator Beth Brock. 
“She’s a highly trained and 
talented Montessori mid-
dle school teacher with a 

proven record of success.”
Pilgrim brings to the 

school years of success-
ful teaching experience. 
She recently established a 

See MonTeSSorI A3

edge
living on the 

Story and photo by Megan R. Moseley | 850-654-8445 | mmoseley@waltonsun.com

Steve Trotter is an  
intelligent, well-spoken 
and charismatic  
individual who happens 
to have barreled over  
Niagara Falls, twice.

And, he’s about to do  
it again. 

See over The edge A2

To see a video of Trotter talking about previous plunges, see waltonsun.com

Freeport’s Steve Trotter sits on his 
dirt bike, one that was previously 
owned by a Blue Angels crew 
chief.

For breaking news, more stories and photos visit: www.waltonsun.comvolume 16  number 30 the week oF July 23, 2011


